[Mucous diaphragm of the cervical esophagus. Apropos of 38 cases discovered during upper endoscopy at the General Hospital of Dakar. Relationship with the Kelly-Paterson or the Plummer-Vinson syndrome].
At the occasion of 15,000 high endoscopies performed during the past 5 years at the general Hospital of Dakar (Senegal) 38 mucous diaphragms of cervical esophagus were discovered. 36 patients are Black Senegalese; 29 females and 9 males with a mean age of 37. Dysphagia was present 29 times and anemia 22 times. Endoscopies diagnosis is easy, putting into light a mucous diaphragm at the level or immediately below Killian mouth. 18 of these cases have been classified as Kelly-Paterson syndrome. Performed in 30 patients, the treatment consists in breaking down the mucous diaphragm with an endoscope. It is difficult to keep on endoscopic monitoring, although it is essential because the risk of cancerisation.